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      You have the power to prevent infections: UPrevent™ can help

Created by our own clinical resource team, our UPrevent infection prevention and control program is a single source for building and enhancing your infection prevention program, including:

	Recommendations and guidelines for seven key infection prevention areas, collected from public and private sources
	Featured products within each key area
	Resource library with additional content on preventing healthcare-associated infections
	Access to our clinical resource team


Bookmark this page and come back often, as we’re always adding new resources and educational information.


Click the buttons below for more information on these key areas of infection prevention:

	[image: Universal & standard precautions icon - clicks through to another page with more details]	[image: Environmental cleaning & disinfection icon - clicks through to another page with more details]	[image: Needles, syringes & sharps safety icon - clicks through to another page with more details]	[image: Cleaning, decontamination & sterilization icon - clicks through to another page with more details]	[image: Surgical site infection prevention icon - clicks through to another page with more details]	[image: Prevent & manage respiratory illnesses icon - clicks through to another page with more details]	[image: Enhancing infection prevention icon - clicks through to another page with more details]
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What’s new in infection prevention?

Increasing threat of spread of antimicrobial-resistant fungus in healthcare facilities

See the CDC’s latest release on March 20 for up-to-date information on the Candida auris fungus, a rapidly-spreading fungus considered an emerging anitmicrobial resistance (AR) threat across the U.S.

Additional Resources

	CDC Press Release


Anyone can get Norovirus

Norovirus is a serious illness and people of all ages can get infected and sick with norovirus. Norovirus is a very contagious virus that causes vomiting and diarrhea There are ways to protect yourself and patients from norovirus:

	Wash your hands often and well. Wash your hands carefully with soap and water, especially before preparing or eating food, using the restroom or changing diapers. Alcohol-based hand sanitizers are not a substitute for washing with soap and water.
	Use precautions in the kitchen. Always wash fruits and vegetables and cook food thoroughly before eating.
	Do not prepare food if you are sick. People who are infected with norovirus should not prepare food for others while they have symptoms and for three days after they recover from their illness.
	Clean and disinfect contaminated surfaces thoroughly.
	After an episode of illness, such as vomiting or diarrhea, immediately clean and disinfect contaminated surfaces by using a bleach-based cleaner as directed on the product label.
	Wash laundry thoroughly. Immediately remove and wash clothing or items that may be contaminated with vomit or fecal matter. Handle soiled items carefully. Wash laundry with detergent for the longest cycle time available and then machine dry.


Additional Resources

	About Norovirus
	Preventing Norovirus



      

    

  
  


    
    
                Infection prevention resource library
          

        Check out our resource library, featuring articles, webinars, explainer videos and more, all focusing on infection prevention.


        


        
          

        
                          Browse infection prevention resource library
                          
      


    

  
  


  
  
          
        Services & solutions to enhance infection prevention
      
                
                
        
          

        

        McKesson FluWise®
      
            
      How are you preparing for flu each season? Let McKesson FluWise® help you get ready for flu, with our comprehensive program giving you access to a variety of professional flu products, savings and stability, and support every step of the way. Learn more about McKesson FluWise and how we can help.


      

    
    Learn more  
      


          
          
                
        
          

        

        Antibiotic stewardship
      
            
      Check out our comprehensive solution to help improve patient safety and conserve antibiotics in communities nationwide. Our experienced team will work with you to build your antibiotic stewardship program and help make a positive impact in patient therapy.


      

    
    Learn more  
      


          
          
                
        
          

        

        Respiratory care
      
            
      Respiratory illnesses are leading causes of death and disability around the world, second only to cardiovascular diseases. How are you planning to handle this respiratory season? We have resources and products to help.


      

    
    Learn more  
      


          
          
                
        
          

        

        Educational webinars
      
            
      Stay up to date on important healthcare topics with our monthly educational webinars, presented by industry experts. Register for upcoming webinars, check out recent webinar replays and register to receive monthly webinar updates.


      

    
    View upcoming webinars  
      


          
          
        
        
          

        

        Clinical resource team
      
    
      For our customers, our own clinical resource team is ready to help with the challenges you encounter every day, such as training, clinical tools, consultation and product selection. Our engaged and experienced clinicians are just a phone call away. 

Contact our Clinical Resource Team at 1-877-611-0081.


      

    
  


          
          
                
        
          

        

        McKesson Readmissions Resource™
      
            
      Tackling hospital readmissions? The McKesson Readmissions Resource combines clinical resources, product formularies, services and tools to help you focus on continuity of care for better readmission rates.


      

    
    Learn More  
      


          
      

    

  
  


        
    
      

Have questions about infection prevention best practices? Need product recommendations? Our clinical resource team is here to help.








      

    

  
  


  
				
				
					
						Frequently asked questions about infection prevention

					

				
			
		      
        
          
            How can we prevent infections?
          

        

        
          
            It’s essential to break the chain of infection, which includes: 1) infectious agent, 2) reservoir, 3) portal of exit; 4) mode of transmission; 5) portal of entry; and 6) susceptible host.1



          

        

      
      
        
          
            What is the most important step in preventing infections?
          

        

        
          
            While many steps are vital, hand hygiene may be the most important. Washing hands thoroughly for 20 seconds with soap and water can eliminate multiple pathogens simultaneously.2



          

        

      
      
        
          
            What's the difference between cleaning and disinfecting?
          

        

        
          
            Cleaning removes visible soil and other organic matter from objects and surfaces. Disinfecting eliminates many or all pathogenic microorganisms, except bacterial spores, on objects and surfaces. Both are important because it’s difficult to disinfect a dirty object or surface.3



          

        

      
      
        
          
            What is each level of disinfection used for?
          

        

        
          
            Low-level disinfectants are used for noncritical items that come in contact with skin, such as blood pressure cuffs. Intermediate-level disinfectants are used on items like stethoscopes, x-ray machines and bedside rails. High-level disinfection is used on items that come in contact with mucous membranes or nonintact skin, such as endoscope probes.4



          

        

      
      
        
          
            What are the 7 key areas of infection prevention?
          

        

        
          
            Infection prevention involves 1) universal and standard precautions; 2) environmental cleaning and disinfection; 3) needles, syringes and sharps safety; 4) cleaning, decontamination and sterilization; 5) surgical site infection prevention; 6) preventing and managing respiratory illnesses, and; 7) enhancing infection prevention for specific care settings.5



          

        

      
      
        
          
            How is norovirus spread?
          

        

        
          
            Like other viruses, norovirus is spread from person to person. This can include having direct contact with a carrier, consuming contaminated food or beverages, touching contaminated surfaces or objects and then putting your fingers in your mouth.



          

        

      
      
        
          
            How severe can norovirus get?
          

        

        
          
            Norovirus can cause extreme vomiting and diarrhea, as well as dehydration. It can even lead to death, especially among older adults.



          

        

      
      
        
          
            How can I protect myself and my patients from norovirus?
          

        

        
          
            Wash your hands often and well. Clean and disinfect contaminated surfaces thoroughly. Use precautions in preparing and handling food.



          

        

      
      
        
          
            What is C. auris?
          

        

        
          
            Candida auris (C. auris) is a fungus resistant to antifungal medicine. Although it’s not a threat to healthy people, it can be deadly for people who are very sick, have invasive medical devices or spend significant time in healthcare facilities.



          

        

      
      
        
          
            Why worry about an antimicrobial-resistant fungus?
          

        

        
          
            Since many cases are resistant to echinocandins, the treatment of choice, it’s much harder to stop the spread of the C. auris virus.



          

        

      
      
        
          
            What kind of products can disinfect surfaces?
          

        

        
          
            You can use a variety of wipes and sprays. Active ingredients depend on the level of disinfection that’s required.6,7



          

        

      
      
        
          
            Where can I learn more about infection prevention and products and services that can help protect me, my staff and my patients?
          

        

        
          
            Our UPrevent™ infection prevention and control program is a single source for building and enhancing your infection prevention program.



          

        

      
		

  	

  

  

    
    
      

1: https://mms.mckesson.com/content/our-services-solutions/uprevent/universal-standard-precautions/

2: https://mms.mckesson.com/resources/infection-prevention/infographic-ways-to-break-the-chain-of-infection-with-hand-hygiene

3: https://mms.mckesson.com/content/our-services-solutions/uprevent/environmental-cleaning-disinfection/

4: https://mms.mckesson.com/content/our-services-solutions/uprevent/cleaning-decontamination-sterilization/

5: https://mms.mckesson.com/content/our-services-solutions/uprevent/

6: https://mms.mckesson.com/content/our-services-solutions/uprevent/environmental-cleaning-disinfection/

7: https://mms.mckesson.com/content/our-services-solutions/uprevent/cleaning-decontamination-sterilization/

*UPrevent is based primarily upon elements from OSHA’s regulations and CDC guidelines and represents the minimum infection prevention expectations for safe care in patient care settings.

All trademarks and registered trademarks are the property of their respective owners.

Be advised that information contained herein is intended to serve as a useful reference for informational purposes only and is not complete clinical information. This information is intended for use only by competent healthcare professionals exercising judgment in providing care. McKesson cannot be held responsible for the continued currency of or for any errors or omissions in the information.
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